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CABINET MEETINGS IN REGIONAL CENTRES 

2. Mr WATSON to the Premier: 
I refer to the success of the recent cabinet visit to Albany and the great southern.  Could the Premier advise the 
Parliament whether the Government intends to hold any more cabinet meetings in regional centres this year?   

Dr GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for Albany, and it is appropriate that he ask this question.  We have been noting for some 
time as we move around Western Australia that the Government of Western Australia is not close to the people.  
One of the promises that we made during the election campaign is that the Government - that is, the Cabinet - 
will move around the State and talk to the people to ensure that they can make their point of view clear to us, that 
it will meet with the major interest groups and community groups, and also that the ministers will be in touch 
with their departments and agencies in regional Western Australia.  

The Labor Government has promised to hold cabinet meetings in regional centres.  I am very pleased to say that 
not only did it hold a meeting in Albany on 24 April, but also some of the ministers were there for three or four 
days.  It was not a fly-in fly-out visit such as the previous Government would have made.  It was serious 
consultation, representation and government.  I applaud the member for Albany, Peter Watson, and the member 
for the South West Region, Hon Bob Thomas, for the work they did to ensure that trip was successful.  

While in Albany we made significant announcements, including an announcement that the Government would 
provide support to the University of Western Australia in further developing its campus, which provides higher 
educational services to the people of Albany.  

We also announced a royal commission of inquiry into the finance broking scandal.  It was appropriate that that 
announcement was made in Albany.  We should not have had to announce that inquiry; it should have been 
established well over 12 months ago.  That was not done because members on this side of the House at the time 
lacked the courage to do anything about it and there were too many vested interests involved for them to 
represent the people of Western Australia on this matter.  The Labor Party said that the people of Alfred Cove 
could make their decision about re-electing the former Minister for Fair Trading.  I am pleased to say they took 
that opportunity and elected a new member for Alfred Cove.   

Regional cabinet meetings will be held in Kalgoorlie and Kambalda on 5 and 6 June, in Geraldton, Greenough 
and Dongara on 13 and 14 August and in Bunbury and Collie on 2 and 3 October.  The Government of Western 
Australia that is now in power will stay close to the people.  I will ensure that all the cabinet ministers participate 
in these regular visits to our regional areas to ensure proper representation within government.  
 


